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BROOME REGIONAL PRISON SITE — 12 MILE COMMUNITY 
Grievance 

MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley) [9.40 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Corrective Services. I thank the 
minister for taking my grievance about the replacement of Broome Regional Prison in my electorate of Kimberley. 
Like many people in the Broome community, I am well aware that the existing prison needs to be replaced. The 
prison was opened in 1894. It is old, run down and no longer fit for purpose. The prison holds a long history, known 
by many locals; even the Broome shire president has a story about the prison, the place of his birth. The existing 
prison is right in the middle of town, on Hamersley Street, near many local businesses and cafes, and is across the 
road from the Commonwealth Bank and not far from the much-loved and busy Broome markets. The need for a new 
prison has been a long discussion over many years. This is not saying that we need to increase the incarceration 
rate, but is about the actual facility right now not being fit for purpose. 
The minister would be aware that the Department of Justice has been looking for a new site for Broome Regional 
Prison since 2019. A number of sites were considered, in consultation with the traditional owners, the Yawuru people, 
through Nyamba Buru Yawuru. On 28 May this year, the minister announced that the new Broome Regional Prison 
would be built on Broome Road, two to three kilometres outside the 12 Mile community. Following this announcement, 
many 12 Mile residents were concerned, and I heard their message loud and clear. For those who do not know, the 
12 Mile community is a small community approximately 12 miles out of Broome. It consists of a group of people 
who went out there and built houses with lovely gardens. They are fairly self-sufficient, and it is their choice, their 
lifestyle and their community. I have also heard the concerns of many residents of that community, the Broome 
community and the Shire of Broome about the impact of the new prison on that site. Some community members 
even questioned the process and consultation that has occurred. I thank everyone who has let me know their views 
on the new Broome prison site; in particular, I acknowledge the 12 Mile community, especially Laurie Preston, 
the Jacky family, Dr Sally Cornelius, Rebecca Burton and the Shire of Broome representatives. 
I was elected on the promise that I would ensure that the voices of the Kimberley people would be brought to this 
place and that the views of the Kimberley people would be known by all in here. As people were reminded in the 
house yesterday by the member for Cottesloe, I promised to fight like a Chihuahua—not a “chi-chua”—to make 
sure that the people of Kimberley are well represented. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Ms D.G. D’ANNA: I apologise for not being in the chamber yesterday when the member said that. 
I acknowledge the need to replace Broome Regional Prison. I thank the minister for prioritising this important project. 
Can the minister confirm that proper processes within the community and the Shire of Broome will be followed 
in finalising the location of the new Broome Regional Prison? 
MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.44 am]: Firstly, I thank the 
member for Kimberley for the grievance. I know how hard she works on behalf of the constituents in one of the 
world’s largest constituencies. Also, the member can be very proud of the fact that her seat has had an Indigenous 
representative since 1983, and continuous representation from strong Indigenous people. Of course, she is the third 
Indigenous woman to represent the seat. That is something that she can be very proud of. 
I want to start by saying it is clear to me that the residents of 12 Mile community are not happy with the suggestion 
to have a prison on the Nyamba Buru Yawuru land near their community. I want to begin by apologising if the process 
that has led us to today has been inadequate. I went to 12 Mile personally and met all the residents who were available 
on the evening that I was there. I put myself in front of them and spoke to them personally, one on one, and heard 
exactly their anger and frustration. For the failures that have occurred prior to now, I apologise to them. 
Nonetheless, it remains important to replace the only colonial-era prison left in the prison estate. I want to address 
something there first. West Kimberley Regional Prison near Derby was built a number of years ago. At the time 
the prison was built, it was believed that it would be the replacement for Broome Regional Prison. That was the 
basis upon which the West Kimberley prison was built outside Derby. I recently went to Derby and met with 
community leaders, and they made it clear that they would love to see more activity put into the Derby prison. We 
cannot achieve that, for genuinely practical reasons. The city of Broome remains the logistics hub for the Kimberley, 
so to the extent that there are movements of prisoners in and out of the prison estate, it has to be done through Broome. 
Therefore, even though it was always envisaged that the West Kimberley prison would replace the Broome prison, 
when it came to be operationalised, it did not function in that way, and we still needed to have a prison in Broome. 
To do that, we cannot continue to use the Broome prison in the middle of the city, because, firstly, it is in the wrong 
location and, secondly, it is completely inadequate, so we have to plan for a new location. 
In 2019, a long process was undertaken to review sites. The government made the decision in 2019 to place a new 
Broome prison on NBY lands. That was publicly announced by former Ministers Wyatt and Logan. Subsequently, 
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there was a process of discussions with the NBY to choose a site. It is important to understand what happened here. 
It was not to say what site anywhere in Broome but, rather, what site on NBY lands. Of course, during that process, 
the government discussed that with only the NBY people because it is their land. As the member knows, three sites 
were identified and one was announced as the preferred site, being the Crab Creek Road site. However, although 
Minister Logan acted in good faith, in the end the NBY were not prepared to have the prison located on that site. 
I make the point: that was not a government decision, it was an NBY decision, and I 100 per cent respect their right 
to make that decision. That is not a question of me criticising anybody; it is just that it is their land and their decision. 
That left two sites. In May this year, after I became minister, I needed to meet with the NBY. I travelled to Broome 
in May and met with the NBY and confirmed that two sites were available. I asked that if it was agreeable, we could 
investigate the site that was furthest from, but between two and three kilometres from, the 12 Mile community. 
I immediately announced that to the media because I did not want there to be any doubt that we were being transparent 
and open. I know that people in 12 Mile do not agree that that was the best process, but that was my decision. I want 
to make that clear. I know some people at 12 Mile believe I am arrogant because I say that that is my decision, but 
the point is that I want to make sure that they understand that I accept the responsibility I have and I have to make 
these decisions. If they want to be cranky with somebody, they should be cranky with me and not with the department 
or some bureaucrat or something like that.  
At the meeting, a couple of sites were suggested. I directed the department to engage with the Shire of Broome to 
see whether some of the sites that were not considered for a whole range of reasons in the first process can now be 
considered. I personally met with the shire when I was in Broome recently as Minister for Energy. I spent a good 
hour with president Tracey, the deputy president and the acting CEO to make sure that they had a direct line to 
me, even though the department is doing the discussions. We will continue to have a look at those other sites. 
However, it may well be that we return to the Nyamba Buru Yawuru site near 12 Mile. 
Residents of 12 Mile raised a range of issues with me, and they are all perfectly reasonable. We will do our best 
to deal with those issues—the security questions and whether there is a way to have more police in the area, and 
odour, noise and light issues. Those are all perfectly reasonable challenges that will need to be addressed in the 
process of developing the plan if that is to be the site of the prison. I emphasise that we are investigating those other 
sites that have been identified by the shire, and if those sites are suitable, obviously, we would be silly not to accept 
those sites. However, if they are technically not possible to use, it is always possible we will return to the NBY site. 
In my last couple of seconds, I want to finish by saying that it does not mean that we will build a huge prison 
straightaway. We will need the fence on the outside, but the extent of the prison itself will be staged over many years. 
I have pledged to go back, even if only by Zoom, to engage directly with the 12 Mile residents. 
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